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OVERTURE

FELIX MENDELSSOHN BARTHOLDY, Op.95
arr_by Chas J. Roberts
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18t Clarinet in Bb OVERTURE

FELIX MENDELSSOHN BARTHOLDY, Op. 95
ary: by Chas J. Roberts
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18t Clarinet in Bb
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FELIX MENDELSSOHN BARTHOLDY, Op. 95
are by Chas. J. Roherts
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2nd Cornet in Bb

Ruy Blas

OVERTURE

FELIX MENDELSSOHN BARTHOLDY, Op.95
arr by Chas. J. Roberts
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Trombone OVERTURE

FELIX MENDELSSOHN BARTHOLDY,Op.95
arr. by Chas. J. Roberts
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OVERTURE
to

S RUY BLAS

Ta by
} *. Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy

Op. 95.

Re -arranged by Chas. J. Roberts

This overture and Mozart’s to “Don Giovanni)’ are examples of what great composers can do at
high pressure. Mendelssohn wrote the “Ruy Blas” overture, had it copied, rehearsed it four times,
and directed its performance, all within a week, meanwhile conducting a long rehearsal and a concert
of his own. Hugo’s drama,“Ruy Blas) was to be given in Leipzig,to benefit the “Theatrical Pension
Fund,” and Mendelssohn was asked to write an overture, and music to a romance to be performed
with it. He wrote the romance (chorus for soprano voices and orchestra Op.77, N9 3), but at first
declined the commission for an overture; for he was not attracted by Hugo’s work and he complained
of lack of time. However, being afterwards “put upon his mettle,” as he says in a letter to his mother,
dated March 18, 1839, he wrote the overture, which is accounted one of his best.

¥ ¥ » ¥

Notwithstanding Mendelssohn’s expressed dislike for Hugo’s drama, some critics (notably Sir
George Macfarren) have regarded this overture as an adequate illustration of its chief features. Sir
George Macfarren has maintained that “one cannot but associate the few slow, imperious chords of the
opening with the thought of the iron -minded minister, who, offended at his neglect by his royal mistress,
avenges this by the advancement of his minion to the highest State offices, in order that the romantic
menial may win the queen’s affection, and she be disgraced by the exposure of her lowly passion.
The wild ardor with which the allegro begins must figure the extravagant aspiration of the servitor
hero. The passionate cantabile, with its gorgeously rich orchestration and.its seemingly hesitating
accompaniment, suggests the idea of the guileless lady who is the dupe and victim of her minister’s
machinations. And the sequel tells of the rapture of Ruy Blas, when, in his strange exaltatior, the ob-
Ject which he scarcely durst desire is within his reach, -nay, in his very possession, - the reciprocation
of his love?

* » ¥ 5

The overture as presented in this new arrangement is equally effective for large or small instru -
mental combinations, and special features worthy of note are its exceedingly clever setting -in con -
densed form, its practical system of cueing and absolutely correct notation throughout.

19898 -1
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OVERTURE

10

RUY BLAS

by
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy

Op. 95.

Ke -arranged by Chas. J. Roberts

This overture and Mozarts) to “Don Giovanni] are examples of what great composers can do at
high pressure. Mendelssohn wrote the “Ruy Blas’’ overture, had it copied, rehearsed it four times,
and directed its performance, all within a week, meanwhile conducting a long rehearsal and a concert
of his own. Hugo’s drama,“Ruy Blas) was to be given in Leipzig, to benefit the “Theatrical Pension
Fund]’ and Mendelssohn was asked to write an overture, and music to a romance to be performed
with it. He wrote the romance (chorus for soprano voices and orchestra Op.77, N9 3), but at first
declined the commission for an overture; for he was not attracted by Hugo’s work and he complained
of lack of time. However, being afterwards “put upon his mettle,” as he says in a letter to his mother,
dated March 18, 1839, he wrote the overture, which is accounted one of his best.

® x X ]

Notwithstanding Mendelssohn’s expressed dislike for Hugo's drama, some critics (notably Sir
George Macfarren) have regarded this overture as an adequate illustration of its chief features. Sir
George Macfarren has maintained that “one cannot but associate the few slow, imperious chords of the
opening with the thought of the iron - minded minister, who, offended. at his neglect by his royal mistress,
avenges this by the advancement of his minion to the highest State offices, in order that the romantic
menial may win the queen’s affection, and she be disgraced by the exposure of her lowly passion.
The wild ardor with which the allegro begins must figure the extravagant aspiration of the servitor
hero. The passionate cantabile, with its gorgeously rich orchestration and its seemingly hesitating
accompaniment, suggests the idea of the guileless lady who is the dupe and victim of her minister’s
machinations. And the sequel tells of the rapture of Ruy Blas, when, in his strange exaltation, the ob-
Ject which he scarcely durst desire is within his reach, -nay, in his very possession, - the reciprocation
of his love?

* ¥ ¥ &

The overture as presented in this new arrangement is equally effective for lurge or small instru
mental combinations, and special features worthy of note are its exceedingly clever setting-in con
densed form, its practical system of cueing and absolutely correct notation throughout.
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