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Mary is teaching  
Film Music and is sick of 
playing “Rosita” for her 

students.  

She needs more options!





“I can’t sort through all 
of this sheet music!  

There’s just too much, 
and it’s all 

disorganized!”





Mary visits her friend, 
the research librarian. 

“You need the Silent 
Film Sound & Music 
Archive—SFSMA!”  



“SFSMA  
is open access

— 
100% free to 

use!”  





“But—isn’t the internet 
only for cats and 

celebrities?”









“Sure! But it’s also home 
to a great silent film 
music teaching and 

research site~~”



The Silent Film Sound & 
Music Archive….



contains hundreds of 
pieces of music



composed or arranged 
for silent film,



including cue sheets and 
instruction books.



You can search by composer/
arranger, instrument, and 

even mood.



You can also 
browse by 

item type and 
most-used 

tags.



Every item 
has complete 
cataloguing 
information.



Title, author, 
and publisher



Format, document type, all 
contributors, and OCLC # 

where available



Complete contents, 
instrumentation, source, and a 

link to a PDF download





You can download, save, and 
print the PDFs.





“But—how do I teach with  
all this stuff?”



Have students ID 
bibliographic info.



Identify forms, chords, and 
other elements.



Analyze relationships 
between mood and tempos.



Analyze the development of 
common signifiers.



Analyze the use of different 
instruments.



Analyze cues and what they 
tell us.





“I do love some good 
analysis! 

What else can I teach with 
this music?”



Discuss synchronization.



Investigate publishing and



marketing 
practices.



Examine the depiction of 
music & musicians  

on screen.



Examine the use of leitmotifs.



Study an individual composer’s 
output.



Investigate how musical moods 
reflected audience tastes and 
expectations.



Study how music for the silents 
depicted gender, race, class, and 
other factors.



Look into the development of 
certain musical genres.



Score a film using this 
repertoire.





Film music courses aren’t 
complete without music 

from the silent era.





And SFSMA’s got everything 
you need to teach this 
fascinating repertoire.





In autumn 2016, SFSMA will 
also include free, 

downloadable, professional 
recordings for 25 pieces in 
the Archive, played by silent 

film accompanist  
Ethan Uslan!



Thanks to the 
Society for 
American 

Music’s Sight 
and Sound 

Subvention!





“Here’s our new  
syllabus, gents— 
I got it all from  

SFSMA!”



Questions or comments? 
Email SFSMA at  

director@sfsma.org!

mailto:director@sfsma.org

